HARRISON'S HEROES · PEARL HARBOR VR EXPERIENCE
Standards Alignment
NCSS themes and CCSS literacy standards, grades 6–8

This document maps the Harrison's Heroes Pearl Harbor VR Experience and its companion curriculum to the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) curriculum themes and the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Literacy in History/Social Studies, grades 6–8. Both frameworks are national; the alignment applies in all fifty states. Hand this document to your curriculum coordinator alongside the lesson plan.
NCSS curriculum themes
	NCSS theme
	Where the lesson addresses it

	2 — Time, Continuity, and Change
	Students reconstruct the December 7 timeline (Phase 1), encounter the event directly (Phase 2), and analyze how its meaning has changed across eight decades (Phase 3, connection level).

	3 — People, Places, and Environments
	Pacific theater and Pearl Harbor base maps anchor the event geographically; students reason about distance, geography, and why location shaped the attack.

	4 — Individual Development and Identity
	Testimony cards present six individuals whose ages and roles students can compare with their own lives; journal Part 4 asks students to re-examine their definition of heroism.

	6 — Power, Authority, and Governance
	Discussion prompts on the U.S. declaration of war, military preparedness, and the treatment of Japanese American civilians after the attack.

	8 — Science, Technology, and Society
	Students reflect explicitly on experiencing history through virtual reality and how the medium shapes understanding (connection card 15).

	9 — Global Connections
	The lesson situates Pearl Harbor within the Pacific theater and the global scale of the Second World War.




CCSS literacy in history/social studies, grades 6–8
	Standard
	Description
	Where the lesson addresses it

	RH.6-8.1
	Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
	Students cite testimony cards in discussion; grade 8 written claim requires cited evidence.

	RH.6-8.2
	Determine the central ideas of a primary or secondary source.
	Journal Part 2 asks students to identify the defining detail of each testimony they read.

	RH.6-8.4
	Determine the meaning of words and phrases as used in a text.
	Testimony vocabulary in period context (listing, flight line, blackout) addressed during reading.

	RH.6-8.6
	Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose.
	Students compare two testimonies of the same morning and account for their differences.

	RH.6-8.7
	Integrate visual information with other information in print and digital texts.
	Students integrate maps, timeline, immersive VR, and written testimony into one account of the event.

	RH.6-8.9
	Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
	Grade 8 differentiation: groups assess the reliability of paired testimonies against the documented record.

	WHST.6-8.1
	Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
	Grade 8 closing task: one paragraph with claim, evidence, and counterpoint.

	WHST.6-8.10
	Write routinely over shorter time frames for discipline-specific purposes.
	Four timed journal entries across a single 90-minute lesson.


Assessment evidence
The student journal provides a complete written record for portfolio or gradebook purposes: prior knowledge (Part 1), source work (Part 2), observation (Part 3), and synthesis with an original historical question (Part 4). The My Question card is the lesson's summative artifact and is assessed on specificity and historical grounding.
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